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Today In Undersea Warfare History: 

1943 | USS Sawfish attacked a convoy escorted by a 720-ton minelayer. A spread of four torpedoes was fired. Sawfish was jolted by a violent explosion. The convoy escaped, but the escort coastal minelayer Hirashima sank.  
1945 | USS Pogy (SS-266) sank a large freighter with two torpedoes. 
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International Undersea Warfare News
Nothing to Report. 
U.S. Undersea Warfare News
Sailor Charged with Illegally Retaining Submarine Photos 

Staff, The Navy Times, July 24

A Navy sailor has been indicted on allegations he illegally retained photos he took with his cell phone of classified areas and equipment inside a nuclear attack submarine based in Connecticut.

Connecticut U.S. Attorney Deirdre Daly said Friday that a federal grand jury in Bridgeport indicted 28-year-old Kristian Saucier of Arlington, Vermont, on charges including unauthorized retention of defense information and obstruction of justice. The two charges combined carry up to 30 years in prison.

Authorities say Saucier was a machinist's mate from 2007 to 2012 aboard the USS Alexandria based at the Navy submarine base in Groton.

Saucier was arrested May 28 and posted $100,000 bail.

His lawyer, Derrick Hogan, said Saucier denies all the allegations and will plead not guilty Monday. Hogan accused prosecutors of distorting the facts.
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USS North Dakota Changes Command

Kevin Copeland, Commander, Submarine Force Atlantic Public Affairs , July 23


NEW LONDON, Conn. (NNS) -- Cmdr. Michael Hollenbach relieved Capt. Douglas Gordon as commanding officer of the Virginia-class attack submarine USS North Dakota (SSN 784) during a change of command ceremony at Naval Submarine Base, New London, July 23. 

North Dakota was commissioned Oct. 25, 2014.

Rear Adm. Richard P. Breckenridge, director, Warfare Integration Division (N9I), was the guest speaker. 

Under the command of Gordon, North Dakota returned from its first-ever mission, July 20, after deploying and retrieving unmanned underwater vehicles (UUVs) from the ship's dry deck shelter (DDS) in an operational environment. 

The timing within the submarine's schedule, along with its highly-trained and certified crew, made it the optimal choice to conduct the mission which demonstrated the promising and emerging technology of UUVs within the Submarine Force. 

The seven-week mission was conducted prior to completing the ship's post shakedown availability (PSA), 
joining a small group of Virginia-class submarines to accomplish the feat. 

Others have been the USS Virginia (SSN 774), USS Hawaii (SSN 776) and USS New Hampshire (SSN 778). 

"Wow, it's really hard to believe that this day has 
finally come. As many of you know, we just returned from a short deployment three days ago and have only had a couple of days to gather our wits and conduct this ceremony," said Gordon, a native of Indianapolis and commissioning commanding officer. "This has been an awesome journey in command. I can still remember the day that I found out I would be coming to the North Dakota as the commanding officer. 

"I have had the distinct pleasure of seeing the ship built piece by piece, section by section, test after test, and finally coming together into the mighty warship that we call the USS North Dakota. I have also seen the finest crew a captain could hope for take shape before my eyes. It has been a unique experience and one that I will never forget.

"Cmdr. Hollenbach, it is with great reluctance that I give up this ship and crew to you. It has been my life for the last three-and-a-half years. You are definitely the right guy to lead this ship through the next several years. I know the crew is excited to have you as their captain and will appreciate the energy that you bring to the ship. Officers and crew of the North Dakota, it has been a true honor to work with you over the last several years. Congratulations to all that you have achieved. You all have much to be proud of!" 

Gordon is a 1991 graduate of Auburn University with a Bachelor of Science degree in electrical engineering. His next duty assignment will be Commander, Submarine Forces, NATO Staff at Northwood, United Kingdom.

In a message to Gordon from Vice Adm. Michael Connor, commander, Submarine Forces, stated, "relentless and tireless in your pursuit of excellence, you personified the 'Strength From the Soil, Reapers of the Deep' motto. You formed and guided your team through the challenges of new construction, transforming a cold iron hull into a deployable national asset. As the first of the Block III Virginia-class submarines, your foresight was instrumental in establishing the tactics, techniques and procedures for all future builds. Well done!"

Hollenbach, a native of Spokane, Washington, is a 1997 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy with a Bachelor's degree in mechanical engineering.

"I am happy to be taking over from a crew who has just completed a ground-breaking mission with operational and tactical success," said Hollenbach. "It is an honor the submarine force has the confidence in his abilities as a leader to take charge of a front-line fast attack submarine. I could not be here without the support of my family. Thank you to my wonderful wife, my son, and daughter. To all my former shipmates, thanks for all the guidance and mentoring. Capt. Gordon, thanks for developing a crew from the ground up, certifying them for safe operations at sea and taking them to the next level by certifying them for mission tasking. I am blessed to be inheriting such a wonderful crew."

North Dakota is the 11th Virginia-class attack submarine to join the fleet, and the first of eight Block III Virginia-class submarines to be built. The Block III submarines are built with new Virginia Payload Tubes designed to lower costs and increase missile-firing payload possibilities.

The 10 current Virginia-class submarines have 12 individual 21-inch diameter vertical launch tubes able to fire Tomahawk Land Attack Missiles (TLAMS). The Block III submarines being built will have two-larger 87-inch diameter tubes able to house six TLAMS each.

As the most modern and sophisticated attack submarine in the world, the submarine can operate in both littoral and deep ocean environments and presents combatant commanders with a broad and unique range of operational capabilities. North Dakota is a flexible, multi-mission platform designed to carry out the seven core competencies of the submarine force: anti-submarine warfare, anti-surface warfare, delivery of special operations forces, strike warfare, irregular warfare, intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance and mine warfare. 

The submarine is 377 feet long, has a 34-foot beam, and will be able to dive to depths greater than 800 feet and operate at speeds in excess of 25 knots submerged. It will operate for 33 years without ever refueling.

Construction on North Dakota began March 2009; the submarine's keel was authenticated during a ceremony on May 11, 2012; and the submarine was christened during a ceremony Nov. 2, 2013. 

North Dakota is the second Navy ship, and first submarine, to be named in honor of the people of "The Peace Garden State." The other ship was the Delaware-class battleship BB-29, which was commissioned April 11, 1910 and decommissioned Nov. 22, 1923.
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The Time Lt. j.g. Greenert Nearly Sank a Submarine in Port

David Larter, The Navy Times, July 24

Adm. Jon Greenert's career nearly ended almost as soon as it began – it was that time that as a junior officer on duty when he nearly sank his submarine in port.

He was the command duty officer and divers were attaching a part on the submarine's intake that prevents water from coming into the ship when folks are working on the hull and piping, Greenert recalled.

The divers affixing the part told the officer of the day, or command duty officer, the previous day that it was done, he signed off for it and everyone went on with their day.

It was the next day when Lt. j.g. Greenert took over as OOD that he watched a jet of water pour into his boat, flooding out the space. His career might be over sooner than he expected. Speaking at a TEDx conference in Pittsburgh, Greenert recounted the disaster that nearly sunk his budding career, along with the submarine he was serving on.

Delivered at Pennsylvania correctional facility June 17 and posted July 22, Greenert used the stage to talk about how personal integrity is the foundation of good leadership, and how second chances is the key for developing leaders.

Greenert recalls the day vividly.

"Workers came down to pull the bolts out, and here comes the water ... an onrush of water, the size of a pizza pan was coming in," he said. "And if not for the efforts of some fairly heroic sailors, pushing that thing back in, putting the nuts back on, we were going to lose that submarine. Because that was ... uncontrolled flooding."

The sailors got the cover back on the opening but the space was flooded up to knee level and it was time for an investigation.

Greenert was the officer on duty — it was his rear in the frying pan. Higher command wanted to issue him a letter of reprimand, along with the diving supervisor and the OOD who signed off on the part being installed correctly in the first place. But his CO stepped in.

"He said 'I'm not going to deliver these letters of reprimand,' " Greenert remembered. " 'I'm accountable for everything that goes on on this submarine, this is my responsibility. If anyone is going to get a letter of reprimand for this it's me.' "

It was a profound moment for the young lieutenant junior grade, and a lesson he took with him for his 40 year rise to the top of the organization. As Greenert noted, a letter of reprimand would have stopped his career in its tracks and sent him back to Butler, Pennsylvania.

The CO went up to higher command and argued the case, saying that Greenert and the previous day's duty officer had acted on the best information given to them, and had no way of knowing the part had been improperly installed. The responsibility rested with the CO, not with the junior officers.

"That's accountability, ladies and gentlemen, and its what we expect from our commanding officers," Greenert said. "People who understand their people, who stick up for their people and who take responsibility for all that takes place within their unit, their facility or maybe within their larger institution."

The CO made his case effectively, Greenert said. Nobody was issued letters and the procedures for diver maintenance was changed to ensure another submarine didn't flood out. But it was his CO standing up for him that Greenert remembered.

"Because the commanding officer had integrity and accountability, that junior officer had a second chance at a long career," he said. "A great leader ensured the junior officers on duty that day were able to recover from their mistakes, and today I'm the Chief of Naval Operations."

The leadership lesson he learned that day is an example of what Navy leadership is all about, he said.

"[The Navy] learned years ago that authority, responsibility, and accountability must go hand in hand to be successful," said Greenert, adding that those traits were the key elements of trust. "Unconditional trust is key in leading any organization."

Back to Top

Heydon Takes Helm From Grasdock As Supervisor Of Shipbuilding In Groton

Julia Bergman, New London Day, July 25

With a view of where she spent the last four years overseeing the building of submarines, Capt. Darlene Grasdock was relieved of her duties as supervisor of shipbuilding, conversion and repair in Groton by Capt. Jeffrey Heydon in a change of command ceremony Friday on the grounds of Fort Trumbull State Park.

The supervisor serves as the liaison between the Navy and submarine builder Electric Boat.

Grasdock is retiring after 26 years of service to the Navy.

Ninety submarines are deployed across the world today, and that does not include the 11 submarines under construction at EB's facilities in Groton and Quonset Point, Grasdock said in her remarks.

The submarine that served as the cornerstone of Grasdock's four-year tour as supervisor was the Virginia-class nuclear attack submarine, including the delivery of the USS North Dakota, the first submarine to have a redesigned bow with a new sonar array and two larger payload tubes instead of 12 individual, vertical-launch missile tubes.

While the North Dakota was delivered on time and under budget to the Navy, it was not all smooth sailing.

Third-party vendor issues and additional design and certification work required on the submarine's redesigned bow delayed the submarine's commissioning ceremony.

Grasdock's team worked with EB to inspect the submarine and ensure it was prepared to go to sea. North Dakota was the lead ship in Block III of the class.

"The class was actually in a bit of trouble. Congress was mad at us for cost overruns. A couple of the ships were late and, like all lead ships, it was hard," said Grasdock's boss, Vice Adm. William Hilarides, 43rd commander of Naval Sea Systems Command. "Darlene ignored all that noise and did her job to the very best of her ability."

Hilarides said he'd been told that Friday was the first time that a Navy change of command ceremony, or any big Navy ceremony, had been held at Fort Trumbull, a particularly fitting locale.

"In the late 1790s when this fort was first constructed, and then again in the mid-1800s, this was the premiere strategic deterrence and defense of the United States," Hilardes said.

"The money that they spent on Fort Trumbull over those 50 years really represented the tip of the spear for United States defense. What you see behind us is the current tip of our defense," Hilardes said of Electric Boat's Groton facility across the river.

Hilarides highlighted Grasdock's role in the success of the Virginia-class program and her service as a role model for the Navy.

"We've been committed for the last 25 or 30 years to making the Navy a fully equal-opportunity organization and we've struggled," he said. "We've struggled to get women, frankly, into our command ranks. They struggled because of family and the tugs of a family. They struggled because of the barriers that we put in place over the years to go make that harder."

Grasdock and her husband, Wayne, both Navy captains, represent "what the future needs to look like," Hilarides said, explaining that they both commanded their respective communities and have balanced being together and raising their daughter Alexis, 9.

"That is really a stunning achievement in the context of what's going on in our Navy over the last 25 years," he continued, noting that Grasdock is an example of how both men and women in the Navy can find the "right balance between service and family."

During her remarks, Grasdock emphasized the high performance carried out by her team, and the support of her family.

Grasdock and Heydon share more than having the same job; both hail from Montana. Heydon, who now lives in Ledyard, most recently served as operations officer for Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard and Intermediate Maintenance Facility.

Heydon, during his remarks, spoke of the Turtle, the first submarine, he said, built by David Bushnell in 1775 in Old Saybrook. The Turtle employed a screw-type propeller and a rudimentary torpedo, according to Heydon.

"Like early submarine construction pioneers, we're continually advancing the design and capability of the submarine as a weapons platform," he said. "It is through the incredible efforts of great Americans like you at SUPSHIP Groton that we can feel these state-of-the-art submarines that continue to dominate the undersea domain."

Heydon said he was confident that he and his new team could "successfully accomplish our challenging mission," namely, the design and initial construction of the Ohio-class replacement program, the increased production rate of the Virginia-class submarine, the design of the new variant of the current Virginia class, and a major maintenance availability on the USS Montpelier.
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Navy Shipbuilder Huntington Ingalls Announces Layoffs

Doug Cameron, Wall Street Journal, July 25

Company expects work to rebound in 2017

The U.S. Navy’s largest shipbuilder on Friday said it would likely cut at least 1,500 staff over the next 18 months to counter an expected two-year slowdown in work, even as it prepares to bid on billions of dollars of work for new aircraft carriers, submarines and other vessels.

Huntington Ingalls Industries Inc. said in a notice to staff that it planned at least 500 job cuts this fall focused at its main shipyard at Newport News, Va., with more than 1,000 additional layoffs following next year from a total workforce of 38,000.

While the company expects work to rebound in 2017, questions have emerged over its role in the Navy’s $90 billion plan to build a fleet of new nuclear missile submarines. General Dynamics Corp. wants to assemble the ships itself, creating a potential headache for the Pentagon as it looks to preserve a shrinking band of specialist weapons’ makers.

Huntington Ingalls is the Navy’s sole builder of aircraft carriers and refuels ships at the midpoint of their 50-year life and decommissions their nuclear reactors in Newport News when they finish service. It splits assembly of Virginia Class attack submarines with General Dynamics.

The Newport News yard faces a gap in work as Huntington Ingalls prepares to deliver the first of the new Ford Class carriers to the Navy next year, finishes refueling a second ship and completes the removal of the reactor from a third. Work will then ramp up on a second carrier and refueling another ship.

“During this challenging time, please remember that the workload valley has both a beginning and end as our workforce increases again in 2017,” said Newport News Shipbuilding President Matt Mulherin said in a letter to staff.

Huntington Ingalls Chief Executive Mike Petters has pledged to change the way it designs and builds vessels in an effort to adjust to win a share of an estimated $100 billion in Navy opportunities over the next 20 years.

The Ohio Class replacement submarine is the Navy’s number one priority, and it plans will decide next year how to divide work on the program, though has expressed concern about funding the program. Construction is due to start in 2021 on the subs that form the most important part of the so-called nuclear triad alongside land-based intercontinental missiles and long-range bombers.

General Dynamics is the lead contractor to build as many as 12 Ohio Replacement subs and doesn’t want to repeat the work-share arrangement with Huntington Ingalls used for the Virginia Class.

“The one thing I can tell you, this will not look like a Virginia Class teaming arrangement, that won’t happen,” General Dynamics Chief Executive Phebe Novakovic said at an investor event in late May.

The company has lodged a range of alternatives with the Navy, including a work share, but Ms. Novakovic said splitting the building contract would increase risk, adding that General Dynamics was capable of doing all the work granted by the Navy.

General Dynamics builds parts of the subs at its shipyards in Connecticut and Rhode Island while Huntington Ingalls’ work is focused at Newport News. Each company constructs about one-half of each ship, with sections sent between them by barge for final assembly, alternating on who actually launches them.

“There’s nothing obviously efficient about building only half a submarine in Connecticut, and having someone else build the other half in Virginia. So why share?” said James Hasik at the Atlantic Council, a think tank.

Huntington Ingalls said in a regulatory filing that “we believe the Ohio Replacement Program may represent an opportunity for us in the future.”
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Battle Of The Robosubs In Point Loma

Lori Weisberg, San Diego Union-Tribune, July 26

Point Loma, Calif. – Months of design work, computer coding, assembly and fundraising had led to this moment. A group of San Diego State University engineering students huddled nervously Saturday afternoon as their 120-pound robotic submarine was lowered into a pool and began gliding underwater toward the first crucial step of its mission.

Within seconds, the “autonomous underwater vehicle” had veered off course, and a team member yelled, “Kill it.”

Three tries later, the sub corrected course and completed three of its seven tasks, which the team later learned, was good enough to catapult it into Sunday's final round of the four-day RoboSub competition, held at the Space and Naval Warfare Systems Center Pacific in Point Loma.

“They’re continually improving and setting themselves up for success in the finals,” said an approving Capt. Rob Palisin, assistant chief of naval research and one of several judges in the 18th annual competition. “And they demonstrated with some extra time they could do most of the challenges. Nicely done.”

SDSU’s Mechatronics Club is among more than three dozen teams from around the globe participating in the competition, which is co-sponsored by the U.S. Office of Naval Research and is meant to inspire high school and college students to pursue careers in science and engineering.

The creative engineering skills they use to develop their own computerized underwater vehicles also have relevance to real-world missions, whether it’s searching for a missing aircraft that has crashed into the sea or helping map an oil spill.

“All the information we learn in class is theory but with this competition, we can get really valuable hands-on experience to apply to these real-life applications and on things we’ll be doing when we get into the workforce,” said Maryann Ibrahim, 22, a computer engineering major at SDSU. Her team secured thousands of dollars in corporate sponsorships to help finance their more than $70,000 sub, dubbed "Defiance."

Completing the required obstacle course in what is a 6-million-gallon research pool is admittedly challenging, even for the professionals, acknowledged one judge. Untethered from the computer programs that were devised to help navigate the autonomous vehicles through the competition’s course, the robo subs must try to complete seven tasks, among them touching colored buoys in a particular sequence, firing a torpedo and dropping an object in a bin. Few teams make it through the entire layout in the allotted 15-minute time frame.

“You can do it little submarine, I believe in you,” urged a member of the Washington State University/University of Iowa team. With just four minutes remaining and after several aborted efforts, the group’s sub made it past the initial gate and touched the green buoy, prompting the team to erupt in cheers as they high-fived one another.

Tian Wang, a research fellow at Harbin Engineering University in China, seemed to have a more relaxed attitude about the competition, which he said was far less tension-filled than similar contests in his homeland.

“This always gives you a feeling of relation and enjoyment,” said Wang, whose team was participating for the fifth year. “It’s not just about which score is highest, but it’s also about learning from others.”
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Sailor Accused Of Taking Secret Photos Of U.S. Submarine

Edmund H. Mahony, Hartford Courant, July 25

The FBI says a sailor took illegal photographs of classified systems on the U.S. Navy's Groton-based, nuclear-powered attack submarine USS Alexandria and later tried to destroy the evidence when he learned that the Navy and FBI were investigating..

The Navy was alerted to the security breach when the town dump foreman in Hampton found a cellular telephone in a Dumpster and decided to keep it to replace his own. When he noticed that the phone contained photographs, he showed them to a retired Navy chief, who called the Naval Criminal Investigative Service.

U.S. Attorney Deirdre M. Daly said Friday that a federal grand jury has charged Kristian Saucier, 28, of Arlington, Vt., with unlawfully retaining photos taken inside restricted areas of a nuclear attack submarine, and obstructing an investigation.

Federal authorities did not respond to questions about the case, including what, if anything, investigators think Saucier intended to do with the photographs. A government affidavit filed in court said Saucier admitted that the photographs were found on his telephone, but denied taking them.

"We vehemently deny that Mr. Saucier ever intentionally did anything to harm the U.S. or aid a foreign national," said his attorney, Derrick Hogan, of Albany, N.Y. "The government is trying to levy an espionage charge against him. The government is trying to make it a lot bigger than it is."

Saucier served as a machinist's mate aboard the Alexandria from September 2007 to March 2012.

The Alexandria is a Los Angeles, or 688-class, attack boat designed to hunt and destroy enemy submarines. The attack submarines, which also have been used in top-secret intelligence missions, date to the 1970s but remain an important element of the U.S. fleet.

About half the class was built in Groton by the Electric Boat Division of General Dynamics. The submarines' design and performance characteristics remain classified.

Naval and FBI investigators said in court filings that Saucier's telephone contained photographs of the ship's reactor, reactor compartment and maneuvering compartment, where the nuclear power, steam and electrical systems of the submarine are operated and monitored through control panels.

The investigators said that photographs of the control panels were of such clarity that gauges could easily be read, revealing the Alexandria's position at the time of the photograph, as well as its maximum speed, which is classified. An engineer reading the photos could "determine significant design characteristics of a U.S. nuclear submarine, including its reactor plant," the investigators said.

After FBI and Naval investigators first questioned Saucier, federal prosecutors said he used a hammer to destroy a laptop computer and a camera, which also allegedly contained photographs. Saucier's grandfather told investigators that he later found Saucier's laptop computer on his farm in Hampton.

Saucier told his grandfather that, when the computer stopped working, he used it for target practice, according to a law enforcement affidavit.

Following his service on the Alexandria, Saucier was assigned to the Naval Nuclear Power Training Unit in Ballston Spa, N.Y., as an instructor candidate. He is now a First Class Petty Officer assigned to the Naval Support Activity Base in Saratoga Springs, N.Y.

He is free on $100,000 bail and is scheduled to appear in court on Monday in Hartford. If convicted, he faces maximum penalties of 10 years and a fine of up to $250,000 for unauthorized retention of defense information and 20 years and a $250,000 fine for obstruction of justice.

Back to Top

Half of a Nuclear Submarine Floats Up East River

Yaron Steinbuch, New York Post, July 27

We won’t live near this half a submarine.

A menacing-looking bow section of what will eventually become a fully functioning nuclear-powered vessel was floated Friday up the East River as it headed for assembly in Groton, Conn.

The submarine, to be commissioned as the Colorado, was manufactured in Newport News, Va., by Huntington-Ingalls Industries’ Newport News Shipbuilding and General Dynamics Electric Boat.

Its eventual home is classified, but the US Navy says it will definitely not be in New York.

“Only two bases house fast-attack submarines — Norfolk, Virginia, and Groton, Connecticut,” Cmdr. Tommy Crosby, a Navy spokesman, told The Post. “It would not be home-ported in New York in any way, shape or form.”

And he stressed that nothing nuclear was aboard the bow on Friday.

“It was just the shell,” the commander cautioned. “There was no propulsion system in it.”
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General Dynamics to Continue Work on Submarine Tactical Weapons Systems

Staff, Seapower Magazine, July 27

General Dynamics received a $20 million contract modification from the U.S. Navy to continue modernizing the AN/BYG-1 Weapons Control System (WCS) Technology Insertion and Advanced Processing Build software for U. S. Navy and Royal Australian Navy submarines. The AN/BYG-1 software analyzes and tracks submarine and surface-ship contact information, providing tactical, situational awareness for submarine crews including the capability to target and employ torpedoes and missiles.

“The AN/BYG-1 software program is an exceptionally cost-effective way for the Navy to quickly update and add capabilities to submarine weapon systems,” Carlo Zaffanella, vice president and general manager of Maritime and Strategic Systems for General Dynamics Mission Systems, said in a July 23 company release. “Many of the system updates and capability improvements are the direct result of feedback from sailors and their commanders who work with the systems every day.”

First awarded to General Dynamics in 2009, the AN/BYG-1 software system uses commercial off-the-shelf hardware in an open-architecture computing environment ensuring that the submarine combat control systems are consistently maintained and updated with the latest technology advancements. The Navy's Los Angeles, Seawolf, Virginia and SSGN-class submarines and the Royal Australian Navy's Collins-class submarines use the AN/BYG-1 software and hardware.

Work on the AN/BYG-1 software system will take place at the General Dynamics facility in Pittsfield.
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Huntsville Native Keeping America Safe Aboard Navy Sub

WAFF NBC Huntsville (AL), July 24

SILVERDALE, Wash. – A 2011 Hazel Green High School graduate and Huntsville, Alabama native is serving aboard one of the U.S. Navy’s nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarines, living and working at a Navy base in Silverdale, Washington.

Seaman Jonathan Scannell is a missile technician on USS Maine (SSBN 741), which is based in Silverdale, about 15 miles west of Seattle across Puget Sound. Missile technicians are responsible for maintaining and working on the weapons systems.

“I actually enjoy cleaning,” said Scannell. “The best part is keeping the boat clean.”

USS Maine (SSBN 741) is one of the Navy’s 14 Ohio-class ballistic missile submarines, also referred to as “boomers,” which patrol the world’s oceans for months at a time, serving as undetectable launch platforms for submarine-launched ballistic missiles. Together with land-based missiles and strategic bombers, the Navy’s Ohio-class submarines are part of the nation’s strategic nuclear deterrence triad. Because of their stealth, they are considered the most survivable component of the triad.

Ohio-class submarines like USS Maine (SSBN 741) have a very high operational availability due to an innovative crewing concept. Each submarine has two crews, Blue and Gold, which alternate manning the submarines and taking them on patrol. This maximizes the sub’s strategic availability, reduces the number of submarines required to meet strategic requirements, and allows for proper crew training, readiness, and morale. Scannell serves on the USS Maine (SSBN 741) Gold crew.

As a sailor with numerous responsibilities, Scannell said he is learning about himself as a leader, sailor and a person.

“Since joining the Navy I have become more respectful towards my peers,” said Scannell.

With approximately 15 officers and 140 enlisted comprising the submarine’s company, jobs are highly varied. Each member of the crew plays a role in keeping the submarine’s mission ready – this includes everything from washing dishes and preparing meals to handling weaponry and maintaining the propulsion system.

“We protect and defend America from below the world’s oceans and no other nation can match our capabilities,” said Rear Adm. Dave Kriete, commander, Submarine Group Nine in Bangor, Washington. “Our submarine force could not thrive without the professionalism and skill of our sailors. These men and women, whose mission is often unsung because of its discreet nature, represent the finest characteristics of our nation’s military. Their families, friends, and the entire nation should be extremely proud of what they do every day.”

Scannell said he is proud of the work he is doing as a member of the crew, protecting America on the world’s oceans.

“I love the food,” said Scannell. “I also love the crew.”

In addition to USS Maine (SSBN 741), seven other Ohio-class ballistic missile submarines are home ported in Kitsap County, Washington, along with three Seawolf-class submarines and two Ohio-class guided missile submarines that are all assigned to the U.S. Pacific Fleet.

Fast, maneuverable and technically advanced, submarines are some of the most versatile ships in the Navy. They are capable of conducting a variety of missions that can include engaging enemy vessels in the sea, launching missiles at targets on land, providing a platform for SEALS to operate from, and conducting intelligence and surveillance around the world.

Because of the demanding nature of service aboard submarines, sailors like Scannell are accepted only after rigorous testing and observation that can last several months. The crews have to be highly motivated, and adapt quickly to changing conditions.

“The most rewarding part of my job is that you learn to work hard and that builds character,” said Scannell.

The Navy is currently developing a follow-on submarine to replace the Ohio-class, which will begin to reach the end of their service lives in the late 2020s. The Ohio Replacement Ballistic Missile Submarines will remain in service through the 2080s. The Ohio Replacement submarine will continue to fulfill the country’s critical strategic deterrence mission while incorporating cost-effective and reliable systems that are advanced, yet technologically mature.
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70th Anniversary of the End of World War II 

BayNet, July 25

DAHLGREN, Va. – “World War II Ends: Dahlgren Tests Validate New Atomic Capability” is the theme of a community forum sponsored by the Dahlgren Heritage Foundation on August 11. 

Hosted by St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 5486 St. Paul’s Rd., in King George, the community forum will be open to the public and offered at no charge.  The event will begin at 4:30 p.m. with an informal reception and the program will begin at 5 p.m.

 The Dahlgren Heritage Foundation is targeting 2015 as a year-long opportunity to observe the 70th anniversary of the end of World War II through the lens of the innovations and technology developed and tested by the U.S. Navy at Dahlgren, Va. that helped determine the outcome of that war and continue to be critical to the tactical and strategic capabilities to U.S. armed services today and into the future.  The centerpiece of this year-long commemoration is a series of quarterly community forums.

 Vice Adm. William Hilarides, commander for Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA) in Washington, D.C., is the featured guest speaker for the August 11 forum.  Hilarides oversees a global workforce of more than 56,000 military and civilian personnel responsible for the development, delivery and maintenance of the Navy’s ships, submarines and systems.

A 1981 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, Hilarides has served at sea on U.S. attack submarines and ballistic-missile submarines in deployments to the North Atlantic, Mediterranean, Arctic and Western Pacific.

The forum will also feature a guest panel discussion that will include Dr. James Colvard, a former technical director for the Naval Surface Warfare Center at Dahlgren and former special assistant to the Secretary of the Navy, and Chris Kolakowski, director of The MacArthur Memorial in Norfolk, Va.  The panel will be moderated by Ed Jones, president of the Dahlgren Heritage Foundation.

While there is no charge to attend, registration is strongly encouraged and may be completed on line at www.eventbrite.com (search for Dahlgren Community Forum) or from the Dahlgren Heritage Museum’s Facebook site https://www.facebook.com/pages/Dahlgren-Heritage-Museum/218635358172762.

The World War II commemorative programming of 2015 will also provide a platform for the Foundation to prepare for the centennial of the Navy base at Dahlgren in 2018.  The Foundation anticipates that the Dahlgren Heritage Museum will factor into the base’s centennial observance and will serve as helpful catalyst not only to tell the history of Dahlgren, but also to promote its future.

The goal of the Foundation is to generate a public understanding of the impact the U.S. Navy base at Dahlgren and the surrounding community has had in using science and technology to strengthen national defense, particularly through support for warfighters.

Dahlgren’s function as the Navy's principal proving ground at the outset of World War II provided a critical capability for proofing and testing every major naval gun and all ammunition supplied to the Fleet to directly influence and support force readiness throughout the global conflict.

Dahlgren’s ballistic ranges, coupled with the scientific and technical expertise resident at the base at the outset of World War II, played an important role in the nation’s development of its first atomic weapon delivery system.

Dahlgren’s ballistic ranges continue to provide a unique capability for proofing and testing every major naval gun and Fleet ammunition, as well as supporting RDT&E and proof testing for leading-edge weapons systems for Navy and other U.S. armed services.

The siting of the Naval Ordnance Relay Calculator (NORC) computer and further evolutions of computer systems employed at Dahlgren have been key to development of leading-edge ballistics research, space geodesy and space surveillance, and computer/ weapon systems integration, and have provided essential operational support to Navy and other U.S. armed forces on both strategic and tactical levels.

Today, Dahlgren has grown to serve as home to multiple DoD commands that execute a broad spectrum of scientific and response-force missions serving all branches of the U.S. armed services.

NSF Dahlgren makes a significant economic contribution to the local community and the installation’s military commands, as a whole, serve as the largest employer in King George County, and one of the largest employers in the greater Fredericksburg area.
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At Long Last, Hollywood To Tell The Story Of The USS Indianapolis

Will Higgins, Indianapolis Star, July 26

As the 70th anniversary of the July 30 sinking approaches, two major motion pictures are in the works.

The story of the USS Indianapolis has been often told.

Yet despite the violence and horror of what is considered the worst disaster in U.S. naval history, the story is still not widely known.

At least seven books have been written, but books about World War II history don’t usually attract wide attention. In 1991 a movie was done, but it was a made-for-TV effort starring Stacy Keach.

Suddenly though, as the 70th anniversary of the July 30 sinking approaches, two major motion pictures are in the works. “USS Indianapolis: Men of Courage,” starring Oscar-winner Nicolas Cage, began filming last month. Another project, still in development, would involve Robert Downey Jr., either on screen or in a producer role.

For the Indianapolis’ crewmen, who are in their 80s and 90s, the widespread recognition that a major motion picture can bring has been a long time coming. Although many of them were haunted by their ordeal, “they want their story to be remembered,” said Maria Bullard, the daughter of survivor Harold Eck and the chairman of Second Watch, a club for the crewmen’s families.

“I have a whole box of documentaries,” Bullard said, “but a Hollywood movie is the best way to get this story across to a worldwide audience. We all just feel like it’s time for this to be told on the big screen.”

The sinking of the USS Indianapolis occurred the night of July 30, 1945. The ship was returning from a U.S. base on Tinian Island in the Philippine Sea, where it had delivered enriched uranium and other components for an atomic bomb. That bomb would later be dropped on the Japanese city of Hiroshima.

A Japanese submarine slammed two torpedoes into the Indianapolis. The ship sank inside 15 minutes. The 900-some crewmen not killed in the initial attack went into the water, poorly equipped, some without so much as a life jacket.

The men huddled in small groups and wrestled with dehydration, hunger, hallucinations and sharks.

“There soon were hundreds of fins around us,” wrote Eck in the 2002 book “Only 317 Survived,” a compilation of survivors’ stories. “The first attack I saw was on a sailor who had drifted away from the group. I heard yelling and screaming and saw him thrashing ... then I just saw red foamy water.

“My legs dangled in the water and were constantly being bumped by the sharks swimming below. I curled my legs up under me as close as I could.”

Crewmen died for lack of water, too, and of exposure. Survivors would remove the life jackets from crewmen who died in the water and set them adrift. Sharks would come, Eck wrote, “and the floating dead were taken in a feeding frenzy.”

A rescue came on Day 5. Nearly 600 men had perished in the sea.

Such drama would seem to be the stuff of box office gold.

But unlike “Unbroken,” the World War II true story that was made into a movie last year and posted $30 million in ticket sales its first weekend, the USS Indianapolis story did not end happily. Most of the crewmen died. Their well-liked commander, Capt. Charles B. McVay, was court-martialed and driven to suicide. The ship’s mission, though it did speed the war to its conclusion, led to death and destruction of a scope never before seen in human history.

“The overall picture is depressing,” said Tim Irwin, artistic director of the nonprofit arts organization Heartland Film, “so you’d have to focus on an individual. Often they make it an amalgamation. I’m guessing they’ll find a more positive side.”

Filmmakers typically do.

With “Titanic,” the 1997 film starring Leonardo DiCaprio and Kate Winslet, director James Cameron turned the story of the doomed ocean liner into not just a special-effects maritime disaster but a testament to everlasting love. It ranks among the biggest grossing films of all time.

Michael Bay’s “Pearl Harbor,” the 2001 film starring Ben Affleck, Josh Hartnett and Kate Beckinsale, is about the deadly surprise attack but also about human bonding.

At least seven movies have been made about Pearl Harbor, and 22 about the Titanic.

Ironically, it was a movie, Steven Spielberg’s 1975 blockbuster “Jaws,” that gave the Indianapolis story its first wide audience by way of an arresting four-minute monologue by Robert Shaw’s character, Quint.

The flurry of big screen action now would seem to be a coincidence – and proof that making a major motion picture is a huge, fraught undertaking. For years the Indianapolis survivors had their hopes raised then dashed as one film project after another started, then stopped.

Prospects seemed especially promising in 2001 after the Indianapolis story got a happy ending – the official exoneration of Capt. McVay. An indomitable 11-year-old named Hunter Scott, who after learning of the Indianapolis while watching “Jaws,” led the charge to exonerate the captain.

Later that year, Entertainment Weekly reported that Mel Gibson was mulling playing McVay in a film based on Doug Stanton’s best-seller “In Harm’s Way.” A director was picked: Barry Levinson. A title was picked: “The Captain and the Shark.”

Nothing came of it.

Other industry reports followed of projects involving luminaries such as Ron Howard, Russell Crowe and J.J. Abrams.

Nothing came of those either.

And now, the deluge.

“USS Indianapolis: Men of Courage,” which is directed by Mario Van Peebles (“New Jack City” and episodes of TV’s “Empire,” “Nashville” and “Law & Order”), also stars Tom Sizemore (“Saving Private Ryan,” “Black Hawk Down”) and Thomas Jane (TV’s “Hung”).

The Downey film would focus on the exoneration of Capt. McVay. The first script was tossed out, and a second one is expected to be completed by the end of the month, said Hunter Scott, an adult now who is in the Navy.

Scott said movie rights have been purchased for at least two other books: Peter Nelson’s “Left for Dead,” which focuses on Scott, who wrote the preface, and the Stanton book. Efforts to reach Stanton for comment were unsuccessful.

“There is no shortage of people trying to make a movie about the Indianapolis,” Scott said. “Whatever happens, I hope they do the crew justice.”

The predicament now for the long-obscured story is a surprising one: Can multiple films about the tragedy each succeed?

There is, to a degree, precedent. In 1997 two volcano movies fared OK: “Dante’s Peak” ($178 million worldwide) and “Volcano” ($123 million). And in 1998 two films involving earth-threatening asteroids were profitable: “Armageddon” ($554 million) and “Deep Impact” ($350 million).

Thirty-two men are still alive from the crew of the USS Indianapolis, including Richard Stephens, 89, who eagerly awaits the Cage film.

“I think it’s going to be a good movie,” said Stephens, who was 18 when he and the others received the command to abandon ship.

He visited the set in Mobile, Ala., earlier this month. “I told (Cage) I didn’t like movies that were fictional, and they should be trying to show more respect, they should be using the facts. He said it’s going to be pretty true to facts.”

Stephens attended the annual survivors reunion in Indianapolis, which was held Thursday through Sunday at the Hyatt Regency.

Many of the other survivors aren’t well enough to attend the reunions. Last year 18 made the trek.

Films can take years to make. The Cage movie, the first expected to hit the big screen, is expected to be released late next year.

Eck has had a stroke and is not up and around much, said his daughter, Bullard. He was able to muster a smile last month, however, when his daughter told him the Cage movie had begun filming.

“I always knew,” Eck whispered.
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USS Cheyenne (SSN 773) Transits the Southeast Loch of Pearl Harbor

COMSUBPAC Public Affairs, July 23
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PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii - (July 23, 2015) - The fast-attack submarine USS Cheyenne (SSN 773) transits the Southeast Loch of Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, passing the half-masted flag of another fast-attack submarine, USS Charlotte (SSN 766). National ensigns aboard all vessels of the U.S. Navy fly at half-mast, honoring the five fallen service members of the shootings in Chattanooga, Tennessee, on July 16, 2015. Both Los Angeles-class submarines are with Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet, home-ported at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Steven Khor/Released)

